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By BR.&CEY CAMPBELL
- Chief Political Writer :
Law enforcement officials holding
mdxgem prisoniers beesuse of inabil-
ity to pay fines face civil rights siits
" in féderal court, according fo an
. opinion released’ te}day by the &ate
. Aitorney General’s office. K
Bart Durham, an assistant attore
'_-ney general, said, “nat reais&asmg an
. indigent prisoner -at the end -of His:
- gentence for {ailure 16 pay ‘a fine
. “could very wellresult in a sucwssiul
-~ pivil righis actien. in federal couri -
. brought by the pr;soners agams&
‘those responsible,””
. Durhzm eited rulmgs by *he USs.
" Supreme Court and the U.S. District
o  Court for Temnessee in 1971 which
r. - held such incarcerations 2s uncon-
. ostitwtional end = wviolation of the
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equal profection clavse. |

The ruling came ™| asnswer to
Tetter {rom Bep. Frank Buck, D-
Smithville. Buck said a DeKalb
County General Sessions Court judge

had instructed the local sheriff to

keep an immate locked up uniil his
{ine was prid. .

“He does not allow any credit
foward fhe fine for jail time. It has
gone to the extent ihat when the
cheriff {ried in release an indigent
prisoner at-the end of his zenience,
- the judge, upon learning of this, will
fssue an capias for the arrest of the
person and have him locked up
agaia,” Buck said.

Buck szid some prisoners have
remained in iail for as long as three
menths on 2 W-day senteiica becauss
of inability tn pay fines.




