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B rcE BARKER
grﬁfgi News Writer

thefr way 1o the Legal Clinde of Dar| Durham.

Up the elevator 18 Whe I7th Qoor of the Park
Towers offlce buildleg they come — the ban-
krupt, the lovelor, those made halt or lame b
Industrial aceident, "Lthe emberziers, the derun
drivers and the rebbers.

There, In the Interests of business and it the

" pursult ‘of justtee, Bart Durbam binds Lheir
wounds and, sormetimes, makes (hem whole,

The business of justite, Durham 2214 1his week,
is thriving.

“The law Is 3 buslness — difierent
bul 3 birsiness,” Trirham =aid.

. Lhe coonotnles of scale (o the practice n law, Too
many people want either o tat and fealher me ar
eonler salnthood upon me,” Durham g, ] don’i
deserve either one. ™

Durham is 45, 121l and”
and-pepper
face.

from others,
“1 have ndapled

reed thin, wilh 2 =all-
maustiche on a pensive, Do Quixate

_Ile wray fust anather farmer L3, and Tennessen
#late proseculing atlorney cast upon the beach af
private practice by shilting politcal winds, whan
in mid-1917 he doctded o take advantage of new-
Iy biberalized adverimang regulatians. e baught
a modest elassified ad ip Lhe Nachwille newIng-

2 which w14 “"UNCONTESTED (HYORCES —

o children $200. DULSLSD. Dact Durhabn, At.
tormey.” And the phone number.

. Dirham had phened 0 the ad from a hrosmm-
clonet sired sifrce downtawn mihers he shered the
cott of & sterographer with another altormey,

Today, parlly as result of the ad — and a

steady drip of telévislon and radio commereials
— Durham has 2 22-0ifice surre, He emplayst s|x
*tlarners. 10 paralegal assistants and two secrs.

- farles alopg with 2 elutch of part-tlme accoun.

lants and private jnvestigators. He hay videtap-
Ing equipment Lo caplure the scene of a orlme or
the sile of an lajury accident. e e3n use 3 law
library or a reatroam without Turning down ihe
haik

More impartant, his swpermarket approach to
a venerzhble eraft also ix flowenng 18 other majar
cities. IV may beeame the patterp of_a changing
manner of xdmintlening lasw in the fong tun —
and. sotte judges tear, clutler our courts In the
shor term Durhern it 2 vige prestdent af an as.
sociatlon of such [2wyers < Labbed for eyt
yearsa prestdency., . .

He is surpnsed more pricecompetition hasn't
challenged hltm in Nashylie .

Tt wasn't yust Durham's ade and the AT
eying publicity that drd at, Durham will be the
Tiest (o tell you i was the product he was adver.

“The trme had come 1o take Lhe practice of lavw
to ine people wha peed IL” be 1ays, “The imwur-
aANCe COmpanies are EALONE 2Wway with murder —
JFmean they were gréing the shafl 1o wockery 10
Workmen's comp cases. Mesl workers want te
pleass their employers and are zitzid ta make
troubde. Too many lawyers surrender Lo an insur-
ance company whHheol a struggle. Mol me

Ul love to go to coart We charge belween 20
and 20 pereent af what we win Fut there 8 no
charge at all ot =& don't bring back & Judgment
large erough to pay ihe chient what he ‘would
have cocerved withowt us, and fyr lee ™

Durbzm now charges 1130 per oncootested,
childleas divores. He gets §195 for 2 simple bant.
ruptey. Some days, Durham says, Lie pace b heoe
tic — one divoree case ayg hewr, al] day loeng:
bankrupley after bankropley, every lawyer's of|-
ice occupled. the paralegals poring over their
booke

Durtam says he is g
cent profit margin,

") guess you could way that a well-connacted
fawyer working as a partner in one of the more
prestiglons firms here in Nathwlle might be
€aming about ¥E0.006 3 year. | would be pleased
Lo be making that™ .

Although the kind of case which some firme

" don’l like Lo bother with comprise 3 bg part of

peratiog al abowt 3 |5 per-

ny,
fea
™,

Fes

by
rm,
we

—

ST perEneTl
7e 17 mroaths ended

Wedneasday traty ot
erfy fUn 1o moce
etaad CODCRIT Over

——Durhemiy wohere——divpmmes Arntlic pases apd - -

Durherm's volome — divorces, Uaflic case and
the ftke — Dhitham s ITEaAnRly receplive Lo
taklng on the responaibliities of a grester oumber
of imajor coominal cases He hax defended about a
dozen Lhis yesr — persoms charged with & YAy
of erune from embt ohing ta hot-degree merder,

He 13 pow prepanng & 3600 000 damage wnt
AEAInst the owner of West End Avense apartment
butlding The selt waz broaght by 2 woman =he
wapinjured when she leaped from the third frone
during a fire She ia charging that the window
DIl 1o the fre aacaper wag sluck !

As an xoststant atlomey general for the state
he arpued 2 case before the U5 Supreme Court
L 1972 and won, and war virtonoas Agan 3
“#drfomee #ttertoy m 1976, winoneny dormme) of
the caze 2gairat o elient acrased of robbery,

“Cases hhe thy take moch Gme in prepara-
Lion,” he s1d, shawing a thick demaier of svidence
invalved in ap appeal of » conviction of 4 fman
now o dealh row, "My tlaff dowt 1 1ot of Uie pre-
trual work, Dul wheo the came is ready, I take ot to
court,” :

Durtam claims # long. strong Eamuly relsium.
Zhif with the law, He 1470 be does ot reluk hiy
rote of mEveTHk-lawyer —~ f dont e being
contevverstal™ Hiu prapdisther, Caln Mﬁlnm.
was chie! fustice of Lhe stale Soprerme Cogrt 1Nt

Billion Profit Sets Record

e pred= - Willion » yrar sarlier e

prescent during the qoartier, wp lrom
perTenl

-~ The Law’ Meets

It's moxtly lire's walking wounded who find

LTelurm on average tota] capiea] way 10 02

ATLT Chairman Chaties L. Brorwp 321
. woarterly earvines e sharr e {aster
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father, BC Durham, was  pilar In Riptey's west
Tennesser {epal comunaly. His wile, Sharen, js
-an architecl,

Bartlett € Durham NI was Rraduared fram

- —Sauthern Law Schoal in Memphls. e became an .

assistant U S attnrney in Memphis. a goad he helg
until cotning 1o MKashville in 1968 34 3 proseculing
altorney In the sTate altarney genera s teliire,

Even 3% 2 prozeculir, however, he showed unu-

Mance, ax Zamistanl attneney general, he caue

tianed local law enforcement praple againat hold-

Ing Indigent prisoners 8 the ond of their seotence
Sor theiz inebtihily o pay a e, 5% was alws Dore
“hm who came farward to 161} a priconer LervIng

THe term that be was bheing freed breause nf
rregudaritees in his trialb.

Durham went imo privale pracice dn 1935 and
was Mruggling te sulablier a profuable otliee
when in 1%37 the US Supreme Court rubed on
adverhisiag for the legal bustheas. .

“ALirst most of the comment | gal iram my
calleagues was nagative,” thurham recalls “in
courl ane dzy, the fudge painledly tald romebody
being charged thal he owght to go oul and ‘gt
bim one of those 5150 {awyers” Ve snichered

N ew York Inv

Will Buy Sudekum Buildi

By PETE EIRD
= = Pralness Nama Bt ter———
Boslnru News Edriar

Nathville real estare execvlive Michael Tombin

Ioday 1ald he is prepanng o selt the old Sudrkum
Hullding (o a Xew York rral estate myesiment
furtn

Tomiin, who bought the dewnlown buwilding 1n
1976 [or BAO0.000 and whiequertly pumped m an.
other TH00.000 10 Femoveiione, xaid he was pivcn
anoffer Ihat was loa gond to pasLup .

Conunenial Properiies tne. of New York “af.

fered me what T thoughy, the buiding wemld be

worth five yeats [rem now ™ he sang

Bl Tomlin, head of 2 property management
and developrent ferm that bears i namne, de-
clined ta disclose the contemnplsied sale peice, ez-
plaalag that the cloaing wanll penchng o

When Tombie bought the burlding, it was anly
25 pereent oocymed #nd war considered one of
downlown’y least deatrable butldings

Teday, otcupascy v 94 prroent. Space now
oming avaitable e renting for about §7 per
square Moo per year, sUEl well under Lhe 3{2 or
maore Ihat prime downtown space is command-
Ing. but enough Lo generate a positive cash Mo,
he xind c o

Continttial recently paid L6858 million for
bl Atrgs and land at g’]lu Park at Interstaie 3q
and Murfreetboro Road through a lumited part-

homatoa i Tt
Lroubling preblem ™ .

For the 12 motthe, ATET raid Fevenues
reached $50 1 allion, ap 11 & prroem frem
543 hilhioo in the 1ame poriod a year eartis

aatd

L) 1

-+ . Fval_concern, forthe havenots. In Wi for . . Durbare dumices this sori-oleriticimes

ATEY wll Irter report tarmingy Iuru;e__

when be 5218 1t 304d 5o did the other lawyerx tn the - -
couttraam B
Durhatm's diwount appraach 1o legal pracijce
= alFl ned popolar with ajl of &y X -
“Threre's puthing termibly wrong with whal he e
"TEoing w4 Tong at T IEWINRE 1o Frfer 3 cient Yo
anather AlGmey I 3 case came 16 thal was be-

- vond hns afea 6l experitse ™ sapd another down.
fown Jawyer. “But | junt dont ree Barl glving -
away any buhincss ™

mal compeiiive lak, Rather than narrowmg his
field — restacting W ozo the “leliovers™ of the
Irgal praciiees of sthers — Durhar is mapping 2.
C2MRMEN Lo go alter a more affluent type of cll-
pory ST —

“We will continue adverlining (he Legal CTine-
10,7 Durham =21d, bl we are gotng ta alar pro-
mnling anather branch af our service — more |
erieated tnward peaple 1n basiness, TN call it
Durhasp & ariners

The Legal Climie will conlimor 10 be sdvertized
1 Ahe newspapers and Gn (elevinpn wilh apaty
plared around etry Mason rerunt and on Iste
nighl slots whete, aceording 16 Durham “Lhe
high-anxiedy_ sleepless types™ are walthing.

The Durham & Pasthers comimertials, how
er, will go prime time, . - .

estment Firm =~

ng

nership called Nashyille Corporate Cenler Asso.
L N RO T T Py T TV POCELE LXTET ARE-
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Tombin sard Contrnental plens to scl up a fimd-
[ar {ftmined pantnenhip to own the Sudehom
Nurliting. which Tomlin hax repamed the Tennes-
s [wnlding a

Limited parinenhaps’ are vsed t0 ralee caplis)
far eeal sate anveuaments by distribubing in-
reme end Lex benefits 1o individual investary,

The 1fstary olfice buldimg ahd thralrr at
Sieth Averee Worth and Church Slrect noon the
saenal Hastorie Register, Ay surh, it _offers
tome addional Gt benedit prsibmities for ™7
INCPRNTE ' N

. Continental is locking inle the. powibiliy of .
1dding anoiher 60,008 wyuare oot al office space
—almeie Lit Jonbkios Thealer. Tamlin s,

The pmsbilpy that 3 1y convenlion cenler
enuld be butll sear the Ryman aoditafivm may
have enhanced the balding s appeal, be added,

Dollar Opens Lower ~
On Europe M_arke_ts

Lendem (UPR — The US. dollar m::; oL
--- ginally lower on Evropean loreign ex L
day, while gold orrened up Lo Zunch bu:dml.n
The poursd oprned wnchanged in Tondon af
$I3785 0 quedt trading, '
T It Frankfwt I war off 5t 1 99 marhs from—
ibe overmynt of 1 ¥470 arts. in Zurich 1 18055
= a0 P,

—EE1ARframe
= 4550 [rates froen § 62040 francs, . J
1n Brumseis 1t sray dawn st 311530 Belylan -
Francs trom 11 2550 fraoct apd in Milan 2L ¥43.62
Lira rom 95070 lira. -
The dollar cloped a4 20 veg, oy from s - -




